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continuing chain of cause and effect. The reader will be
deceiving himself if he finds in the story any one dominant
lesson, any key to Utopia, or any one policy marked with a
signpost to perdition. Yet the story has a meaning, because it
is the story of the conscious activities of men acting in other

men's   interest____   Nothing   has   happened   in   the   four

thousand years of our history which was not the consequence of
men's deliberate action. Sometimes it has been the intended
consequence; sometimes the exact opposite. More often it
has been a consequence unforeseen by those responsible and,
very occasionally, equally unforeseen by every one else. More
usually there have been unheeded warnings. To-day time is
short and we can afford no more.

The first food producers, the first peasant invaders, reached
England about 2500 B.C., bringing with them the peasant
religion of the Earth, the mother-goddess. After these came the
warrior peoples who reached Eastern Europe probably from
the Caucasus about 2300 B.C. These were fighting pastoralists
who brought to Europe the first knowledge of the highly
developed metal-using civilizations of the Near East. Some of
their descendants reached these islands about 1800 B.C., and
other warrior invaders followed a hundred years later, bringing
with them the early Bronze Age culture and the pastoral religion
of sky god. These invaders came from the Rhineland and from
Brittany and something of their works and days has come down
to us in the great temples at Avebury and Stonehenge, By
1500 B.C. these warriors and peasants had built a relatively
stable, wealthy, metal-using, and weapon manufacturing
civilization in southern England. The trade in bronze weapons
from Ireland ceased and a great import trade developed in
Irish gold. The trade of Wessex, 'the centre of this our first
civilization, extended from Ireland to the Baltic and southwards
to Crete. Here, therefore, we stand on the threshold of our
history. In these islands, already three times invaded since the
dawn of civilization, there were present not only the descendants
of palaeolithic and mesolithic savages but of the first peasant
invaders of Europe, of the Alpine broadheads, and of the Rhine-
land invaders who represented the dominant Indo-European